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Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Aug. 3 

Remarks on Legislative Accomplishments 
August 2, 2002 

The President. August was a month of 
accomplishment here in Washington. Today 
I signed a supplemental which provided 
needed money for our military, money for 
the ongoing war on terror, and money for 
homeland security. 

Next week I’m going to sign a trade pro-
motion authority bill, which is very impor-
tant for American workers. Today the statis-
tics are out that show that the unemploy-
ment rate is holding steady. We’ve got a 
lot of work to do to make sure people 
can find work, and this trade bill is going 
to help a lot. It’s going to help our ranch-
ers. It’s going to help our farmers. It’s 
going to help people find jobs. 

I signed a bill that says loud and clear 
that if you try to fudge the numbers, if 
you’re a CEO of an American corporation 
and you don’t tell the truth, you’ll be held 
to account. 

And when you look at these accomplish-
ments and you couple them with the tax 
cuts, the education bill, the brownfields leg-
islation, it goes to show what is possible 

The President’s Radio Address 
August 3, 2002 

Good morning. We’ve had a month of 
accomplishment in Washington. Congress 
acted on several important proposals to 
strengthen our national security and our 
homeland security and our economic secu-
rity. Republicans and Democrats worked in 
a spirit of unity and purpose that I hope 
to see more of in the fall. 

I requested more money for our military 
and for our homeland security, and Con-
gress provided crucial funding to continue 
military operations, to train and equip med-
ics, police officers, and firefighters around 

when people in this town set aside politics 
and focus on doing what’s right for the 
American people. It goes to show that 
when we put our partisanship aside, when 
people stop all the yelling and hollering 
and finger-pointing and say, ‘‘How can we 
help the American people,’’ we can get a 
lot done in this town. 

I pledge to the American people, I’ll 
continue leading Washington by defusing 
all the ugly talk, by keeping big goals in 
mind, by always remembering we’re here 
to represent the American people. 

I hope you all have a fine weekend. I 
look forward to seeing you on Monday, and 
then I’ll be signing that trade bill on Tues-
day. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House prior 
to his departure for Kennebunkport, ME. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 

America, and to support the Coast Guard 
operations that protect our ports and coasts. 

I proposed tough new standards for cor-
porate executives and accountants and in-
creased penalties for fraud and abuse. Con-
gress responded with strong corporate ac-
countability reforms, which I signed into 
law on Tuesday. And we are rigorously en-
forcing the laws against corporate crimes 
with new arrests just this week. 

For nearly a year and a half, I’ve been 
pressing Congress for trade promotion au-
thority so I can aggressively push for open 
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trade with other nations. This week, the 
Senate followed the lead of the House by 
giving me that authority, which I will sign 
into law next week. Expanded trade will 
mean more business for America’s farmers 
and ranchers and manufacturers, better 
buys for American consumers, and good 
jobs for America’s workers. 

Together, we made significant progress 
on national priorities. Yet, when Congress 
returns from its summer recess, important 
work remains. In March, I urged Congress 
in a time of war to pass the defense budget 
first. After 4 months, the House and the 
Senate have acted on their own bills, but 
they have not sent me a final bill that works 
out their differences. When the Congress 
returns in September, its first priority 
should be to complete the defense budget 
so our military can plan for and pay for 
the war on terror and all the missions that 
lie ahead. 

The Senate should also act quickly to 
pass a bill authorizing the new Department 
of Homeland Security, which it failed to 
do before the recess. This Department will 
consolidate dozens of Federal agencies 
charged with protecting our homeland, giv-
ing them one main focus, protecting the 
American people. And when we create this 
Department, the new Secretary of Home-
land Security will need the freedom and 
flexibility to respond to threats by getting 
the right people into the right jobs at the 
right time, without a lot of bureaucratic 
hurdles. The Senate must understand that 
the protection of our homeland is much 
more important than the narrow politics of 
special interests. 

Congress should also act to strengthen 
the economic security of all Americans. The 
Senate must pass reforms to protect work-
ers’ savings and investments and reform 

Medicare to include prescription drug ben-
efits. Both Houses must reach a consensus 
on final terrorism insurance legislation to 
spur building projects and create construc-
tion jobs. And they must agree on a com-
prehensive energy bill that will increase 
production and promote conservation and 
reduce our dependence on foreign energy 
sources. 

And as we work to strengthen America’s 
economy, we must remember Americans 
who are struggling. The Senate should fol-
low the House’s lead and pass welfare re-
form that encourages work and promotes 
strong families. And they should pass legis-
lation to promote the vital work of private 
and religious charities and helping dis-
advantaged children and people struggling 
with addiction, the homeless and many oth-
ers. 

I know, in the fall of an election year, 
the tendency is to focus more on scoring 
political points than on making progress. 
I hope the Congress will reject this ap-
proach. In the last month we’ve proven 
how much we can get done when everyone 
in Washington works together on behalf of 
the American people. Come September, I 
look forward to working with the Repub-
licans and Democrats to build on that 
progress. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:04 
a.m. on August 2 in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. 
on August 3. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
August 2 but was embargoed for release until 
the broadcast. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address. 
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